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        We are pleased to be able to provide you with information contained in this
newsletter. The Frio County Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter is a
Monthly newsletter (Sept. 2023 - August 2024). Best efforts have been made to
include Agriculture & Natural Resources information that should be of interest to
you and helpful in the management of your agricultural operations. A wide
variety of educational publications are available upon request or by accessing
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension website at www.agrilifeextension.tamu.edu.
Our office hours are from 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.,
(Monday-Friday). It is recommended that office visits be scheduled in advance or
by appointment as there will be times that I'm not in the office. 

        You are encouraged to read this newsletter and keep informed of all on-
going agricultural events and activities. Try to do your best to attend Extension
educational programs, workshops, etc., throughout the year as they are
sponsored by your local Extension committees for your educational benefit. We
would like to acknowledge the Extension Agricultural Specialists and cooperators
including: TSCRA, US Drought Monitor, Texas Beef Quality, The Peanut Grower,
AgriLife Today, Aggie Horticulture, Tx Ag Law, and the Texas A&M Beef Cattle,
who contributed and provided the educational information for this educational
newsletter. For any further questions regarding your agricultural operation,
please contact the Frio County Extension Office (830) 505-7474, located at 400
S. Pecan St. Pearsall, Texas, or e-mail brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu. Visit the
Frio County AgriLife Extension website at https://frio.agrilife.org. 

Sincerely,

Brianna G. Gonzales
County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources
Frio County

Helpful Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service Websites:

agrilifetoday.tamu.edu
texaswater.tamu.edu
soiltesting.tamu.edu
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
livestockvetento.tamu.edu
animalscience.tamu.edu
texashelp.tamu.edu
SouthTexasRangelands.tamu.edu
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The Importance of Hay Storage:
Hay storage will impact how much hay is needed and the cost of the hay feeding
program. Strategies to reduce storage loss will vary some based on annual
rainfall.

In most environments, round bales stored outside should be stacked in long
rows with the flat ends butted against each other. At least 3 feet should be left
between rows to allow sunlight and wind to dry the bales out quicker after it
rains. Hay should not be stacked under trees as this delays drying. Storage sites
with well drain soils will help reduce loss on the bottom of bales.

*Beef Quality Assurance monthly tips can be found on the Texas Beef Quality
website along with additional resources that include the Texas Beef Quality

Assurance Handbook, Group Processing / Treatment Map, & upcoming BQA events.

For more information:
https://texasbeefquality.org
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APRIL 2024 APRIL 2024 APRIL 2024 BQA TIPBQA TIPBQA TIP
By Dr. Jason Banta, Beef Cattle - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
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RANGELAND PLANT IDENTIFICATIONRANGELAND PLANT IDENTIFICATIONRANGELAND PLANT IDENTIFICATION
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Stacy L. Hines, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Rangeland Habitat Management Specialist
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UNDERSTANDING FORAGE QUALITY ANALYSISUNDERSTANDING FORAGE QUALITY ANALYSISUNDERSTANDING FORAGE QUALITY ANALYSIS
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

For more information: https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu - Publications
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For more information: https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu - Publications

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension - (Continued)

UNDERSTANDING FORAGE QUALITY ANALYSISUNDERSTANDING FORAGE QUALITY ANALYSISUNDERSTANDING FORAGE QUALITY ANALYSIS



For more information: AgriLife Today - Farm & Ranch 

While it is too early to tell about the impact of chill hours for fruits grown in higher chill areas of the state, current
conditions are good for the low-to-mid chill areas, said Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service experts.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILLING OUT

Larry Stein, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension horticulturist and professor in the Texas A&M College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences Department of Horticultural Sciences, Uvalde, said fruit trees like peaches and apples depend on cool, cloudy
weather in the winter to promote proper physiological growth in the spring. Stein said fruit growers in most areas of the
state were “cautiously optimistic” that chill hours and other conditions are and will continue to be favorable for this
year’s fruit crop. Fruit growers in different regions of the state have plants with different chilling requirements, he said.
Orchards along and near the Gulf Coast might have trees that require 200-300 chill hours, while trees in the Winter
Garden region need about 400-500 hours, and varieties in the Hill Country and North Texas might require 700-1,000
hours. “If plants do not receive the required number of chill hours, they can be slow to leaf out, which typically leads to
poorly developed fruit or no fruit at all,” he said.

Stein said chill hours begin to add up after the first freeze each fall. Trees go dormant for the winter, but chill hours
promote hormones that dilute growth inhibitors throughout the winter and prepare the plant to break dormancy and
begin new growth, bloom and set fruit. Typically, temperatures between 32 degrees and 50 degrees can meet the chilling
requirements of many fruit plants, with the most effective temperature range being 32 degrees to 45 degrees.

SEEING DOUBLES

Stein said chill hours have been sufficient in the mid-to-low chill areas, but were marginal in the higher chill areas, with a
lot of growers reporting “doubles” on plant blooms. Doubles, also called conjoined fruits, are not an uncommon
occurrence, especially in stone fruit, with some fruit varieties more prone to it than others.  “Doubles or multiple fruit
come about as the result of stress during the flower initiation stage, which would have been May and June of 2023,” he
said. “These doubles seem to be the consensus when talking to area producers, with some saying they are getting three
and four fruit from a single bloom.” 

Irregular or inadequate watering has also been identified as a likely cause of fruit splitting and doubling.
“Consumers usually consider conjoined fruits less visually appealing,” Stein said. “For producers, sometimes the extra
piece of fruit is so small as to be insignificant and can be safely removed without harming the main fruit. To avoid the
conjoined fruit, producers typically thin their fruit trees to get as many double or multiple fruits back to singles as
possible.” 
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Weekly Crop Report - South Region

Conditions were favorable, with enough rain to encourage
planting row crops and to allow pastures to green up. More

rain was needed to help those pastures fully recover.
Strawberry production was in full swing. Corn crops

emerged while wheat and oat crops were in the dough
stage. Onions and citrus were being harvested. Most

cotton has been planted. Producers were busy spraying
weeds, fertilizing pastures and planting hay grazers. Local

beef cattle markets were sustaining average to above-
average offerings of cattle with notable price increases for

all classes of beef cattle. Wildlife was doing well.
 

FARM & RANCH - agrilifetoday.tamu.edu
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CONTINUED- 

GROWTH REGULATORS AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

Jim Kamas, AgriLife Extension fruit specialist based in Fredericksburg, said many fruit growers in the Hill Country and
Central Texas, where chill hours were marginal, have benefited from the use of a chemical growth regulator that mimics
chill hours. “This helped the fruit plants to overcome insufficient chilling, and the extra effort and expense for these
producers paid off,” he said. 

The use of these growth regulators helped many producers get to this point, but Kamas said the real elephant in the room
when it comes to overall fruit production is drought. “We are hearing that our brief and disappointing El Niño event is
over and that the forecast is to be hot and dry,” he said. “The soil moisture is currently adequate for fruit crops as the
fruit trees develop and expand canopy, but as the temperatures become warmer, drought could soon become a problem
for producers.”

If the hot, dry weather arrives early, fruit producers may be at risk for lower yields, misshaped fruit with lower market
appeal, and possibly delayed or inconsistent harvests. “They also have to hope that spring thunderstorms do not hinder
the progress of their fruit production,” he said.



FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER PAGE 08



FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER PAGE 09



FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER PAGE 10



FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER PAGE 11



FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER PAGE 12



FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER PAGE 13



FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER PAGE 14

*Join our mailing list! For more information please contact:

Brianna G. Gonzales
Frio County Extension Agent, at 

(830) 505-7474 
brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu

Website: https://frio.agrilife.org/agriculture-natural-resources/

Frio County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension


