
Dear Agricultural Producers:

Sincerely,

Brianna G. Gonzales
County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources
Frio County

Helpful Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service Websites:

 
 

agrilifeextension.tamu.edu
texaswater.tamu.edu
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
livestockvetento.tamu.edu
animalscience.tamu.edu
texashelp.tamu.edu
SouthTexasRangelands.tamu.edu

        We are pleased to be able to provide you with information contained in this
newsletter. The Frio County Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter is a Bi-
Monthly newsletter beginning August 2022. Best efforts have been made to
include Agriculture & Natural Resources information that should be of interest to
you and helpful in the management of your agricultural operations. A wide
variety of educational publications are available upon request or by accessing
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension website at www.agrilifeextension.tamu.edu.
Our office hours are from 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.,
(Monday-Friday). It is recommended that office visits be scheduled in advance or
by appointment as there will be times that I'm not in the office. 

        You are encouraged to read this newsletter and keep informed of all on-
going agricultural events and activities. Try to do your best to attend Extension
educational programs, workshops, etc., throughout the year as they are
sponsored by your local Extension committees for your educational benefit. We
would like to acknowledge the Extension Agricultural Specialists and cooperators
including: The Cattleman, TSCRA, The Peanut Grower, AgriLife Today, Aggie
Horticulture, and the Texas A&M Beef Cattle Browsing, who contributed and
provided the educational information for this educational newsletter. For any
further questions regarding your agricultural operation, please contact the Frio
County Extension Office (830) 334-0099, located at 400 S. Pecan St. Pearsall,
Texas, or e-mail brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu. Visit the Frio County AgriLife
Extension website at https://frio.agrilife.org. 
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Grass tetany is a condition in cows due to low magnesium levels in
the blood which can lead to death.
Grass tetany is more likely in lactating cows grazing cool-season
annual forages, especially older cows or cows nursing young calves.
Mineral supplements designed to provide additional magnesium
should be considered to help prevent grass tetany in cows grazing
cool-season annual forages. Minerals supplements with a target
intake of 4 ounces per day should contain at least 5% magnesium.
Monitor mineral intake as higher levels of magnesium often reduce
mineral intake and good intake of the mineral supplement is critical.

 

For more information please visit:
https://texasbeefquality.com/bqa-tips/  

or animalscience.tamu.edu.

https://texasbeefquality.com/bqa-tips/
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RANGELAND PLANT IDENTIFICATION
By: Stacey L. Hines, Ph. D., Assistant Professor, Rangeland Hanitat Management Specialist 
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     Wheat prices are high, and weather and market factors could make the crop an attractive
option for Texas growers coming out of a severe drought, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife

Extension Service expert.

WHEAT PRICES UP AMID WAR, EXPANDING
DROUGHT
TEXAS CROP AND WEATHER REPORT – NOV. 1, 2022 / ADAM RUSSEL

     Mark Welch, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension grain
economist, Bryan-College Station, said
uncertainty about accessibility to wheat around
the globe has driven prices skyward, and
emerging drought in wheat-producing areas of
the U.S. could add to that trend. 
     Recent rainfall across many parts of the state
improved conditions for Texas wheat, Welch said.
Some areas had adequate planting moisture
following widespread August rains, but other
areas remained too dry to support crop
establishment or to plant.
     Some producers “dusted” crops in, planting
seeds into dry soil, and hoped for rain, while
others waited for moisture. The recent moisture
could boost plantings, seed germination and crop
establishment.
     Most Texas wheat is planted for dual-purpose –
cool-season grazing and grain – or for grain
production, Welch said. The value of wheat as a
forage, either for grazing, hay or wheatlage, and
as a grain crop could make the crop very
attractive to producers this season.
     Welch said planted wheat acres typically trend
upward following cotton abandonment, which
was widespread this year due to drought. Wheat
is also a relatively flexible crop when input costs
like fuel and fertilizer are high.

     He said producers can plant the crop into the
first part of December, let fields establish and
wait until January or early February to invest
money in fertilizer.
     “Conditions look much better after much of
the Texas wheat country got a drink,” he said.
“The moisture could boost establishment and
set it up for winter, and between that potential
and the market conditions, wheat could be an
interesting crop for a lot of producers.”

Uncertainty drive wheat prices up
     Welch said Texas wheat producers could
have an opportunity due to high prices and
uncertainty surrounding U.S. and global
supplies.
     Moisture levels worsened in other U.S.
wheat-producing regions as they improved in
Texas, Welch said. Large swaths of Kansas,
Oklahoma and southeastern Colorado are
experiencing extreme to exceptional drought,
according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, and
most fall planting windows for crop insurance in
those areas have passed.
     “If those areas do not get moisture, it creates
a big question for U.S. winter wheat production,
and that could mean better prices for Texas
wheat producers,” he said.

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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     Wheat prices are already historically high,
Welch said. The October cash price for Texas
wheat is $9 per bushel compared to the same
time last year when bushel prices reached $8.
Wheat prices hit $11 per bushel in June,
compared to October 2019 when a bushel of
Texas wheat was $4.
     The pandemic impacted wheat prices to a
degree, but the Russia-Ukraine conflict has been
the primary factor driving wheat prices upward,
Welch said. The two countries account for around
30% of global wheat production, and the
uncertainty of war has weighed on the market.
     Welch said news that Russia may not extend an
agreement that allowed Ukraine to export wheat
created a price spike in the global market and
injected more uncertainty. At the same time,
Russia is reporting a record wheat crop.
     Other wheat exporting nations like Australia
and Canada have also reported strong production
numbers, though European production was
expected to be down compared to last year.
Overall, global wheat production is expected hit
an all-time high in 2022.
     “It’s not a supply problem; it’s an access
problem,” Welch said. “The uncertainty around
exports and how grain flows are important. If the
Russia-Ukraine war went away, I think wheat
prices would fall significantly overnight. But the
Russians control the Black Sea, and Ukraine is
down on plantings and harvest. They don’t have
access to fields or storage facilities, and Russia is
looking at a bumper crop. All of it ties to the
uncertainty of conflict.”

WHEAT PRICES UP AMID WAR, EXPANDING
DROUGHT - CONT.

Texas Crop and Weather
Report – Nov. 1, 2022

 
SOUTH:
Soil moisture ranged from very short to
adequate, depending on location. Areas
received scattered rain showers.
Temperatures were mild with cool
mornings. Cotton harvest was mostly
complete. Peanut digging continued.
Rangeland and pasture conditions were
declining. Livestock were in good
condition and receiving supplemental
feed. Beef prices were down a little. Most
hay producers reported one cutting this
season. Watermelon and cantaloupe
crops were done, and Bermuda grass was
entering dormancy. Pecan orchards were
harvesting. Citrus harvest continued, and
sugarcane harvest should begin soon.
Cool-season vegetables were planted,
and many fields looked good and were
receiving irrigation.

AGRILIFETODAY.TAMU.EDU
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Learn more: http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ 
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*For more information please contact:
Brianna Gonzales-Frio County Extension Agent, at 
(830) 334-0099 or brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu.


