
Dear Agricultural Producers:

Sincerely,

Brianna G. Gonzales
County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources
Frio County

Helpful Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service Websites:

 
 

agrilifeextension.tamu.edu
texaswater.tamu.edu
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
livestockvetento.tamu.edu
animalscience.tamu.edu
texashelp.tamu.edu
SouthTexasRangelands.tamu.edu

        We are pleased to be able to provide you with information contained in this
newsletter. The Frio County Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter is a
Monthly newsletter beginning January 2023. Best efforts have been made to
include Agriculture & Natural Resources information that should be of interest to
you and helpful in the management of your agricultural operations. A wide
variety of educational publications are available upon request or by accessing
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension website at www.agrilifeextension.tamu.edu.
Our office hours are from 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.,
(Monday-Friday). It is recommended that office visits be scheduled in advance or
by appointment as there will be times that I'm not in the office. 

        You are encouraged to read this newsletter and keep informed of all on-
going agricultural events and activities. Try to do your best to attend Extension
educational programs, workshops, etc., throughout the year as they are
sponsored by your local Extension committees for your educational benefit. We
would like to acknowledge the Extension Agricultural Specialists and cooperators
including: The Cattleman, TSCRA, The Peanut Grower, AgriLife Today, Aggie
Horticulture, and the Texas A&M Beef Cattle Browsing, who contributed and
provided the educational information for this educational newsletter. For any
further questions regarding your agricultural operation, please contact the Frio
County Extension Office (830) 334-0099, located at 400 S. Pecan St. Pearsall,
Texas, or e-mail brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu. Visit the Frio County AgriLife
Extension website at https://frio.agrilife.org. 

FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE &FRIO COUNTY AGRICULTURE &
NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTERNATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER

TEXAS A&M AGRIL IFE  EXTENSION -  FR IO  COUNTY

Inside this issue:

-Frio County AgriLife Extension- Last
Chance CEU's..........................(Page 8)

PAGE 01

-HAPPY VALENTINES!............(Page 10)

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access in its programs, activities, education, and employment, without regard
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The

Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

-Some Points to Consider About Cattle
Water................................(Pages 4-5)

-Wildlife & Horticulture........(Page 6-7)

-Monthly BQA Tip.....................(Page 2)

VOL.2 ISSUE 2 • FEBRUARY 2023

-Agricultural Pesticide Waste
Collection Event......................(Page 9)

-CROP WEATHER/Egg Prices...(Page 3)



Rumen acidosis is a condition in cattle when pH in the rumen drops
to low for normal rumen function and microbial growth.
Acidosis can lead to reduced animal weight, liver abscesses, foot
abscesses, founder, and death.
Acidosis is most often caused by a sudden increase in feeds that
contain a large amount of rapidly fermentable carbohydrates like
wheat, barely, corn, oats, grain sorghum, wheat midds, rice bran,
soybean hulls, and similar feedstuffs.
To help prevent acidosis it is important to gradually increase the
amount of these feeds in the diet.
Also feeding whole corn is safer than steam flaked cor.

 

For more information please visit:
https://texasbeefquality.com/bqa-tips/  

or animalscience.tamu.edu.
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      Egg prices continue to set all-time per-dozen price records, and a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert does not
expect that trend to reverse in the near future. David Anderson, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension economist, Bryan-College Station,
said inflationary pressure and the worst avian flu outbreak in U.S. history have combined to send egg prices upward over
much of the last year. For a year-to-year comparison, prices reached $4.25 per dozen on average in December 2022 across
the nation, according to a U.S. Department of Agriculture retail egg report. A dozen eggs was $1.79 at the same time last
year. The previous peak price occurred in September 2015 – $2.97 per dozen – and was also attributable to an avian
influenza outbreak.
      Anderson said he has been inundated with media requests on the subject as the topic of egg prices has become a major
talking point among the consuming public. “One reporter in Houston interviewed a backyard producer who told them this is
the first time ever that it’s been cheaper to produce eggs than buy them at the store,” he said. “The situation with egg prices
is something people are following now, but I think it is also something that happened over the course of time with several
factors aligning.”
Avian flu driving egg prices upward
      Higher production and logistical costs like feed and fuel have contributed, but the top factor driving egg prices to record
highs is an ongoing outbreak of avian influenza, Anderson said. The highly pathogenic viral disease hit the U.S. poultry
industry in early 2022 and cases continue to pop up at poultry farms nationwide. The USDA-Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA-APHIS, reported almost 58 million commercial poultry birds, including broiler and egg-laying
chickens, turkeys and various fowl have been lost to the virus, now reported in 46 states. The USDA estimated around 43
million egg-laying hens were cut from the U.S. flock through December. The disease hits egg-laying chicken flocks harder
because birds are in production much longer than broiler chickens, which increases their risk of exposure to the pathogen. 
 The losses resulted in U.S. egg inventories that were 29% lower than January 2022, according to the report.
Egg demand peaks around Easter
      Wholesale prices continue to rise, which indicates retail egg prices have not peaked, he said. The teetering flock numbers
couldn’t come at a worse time for consumers. The January USDA egg report showed prices were steady to slightly lower
than December, but yearly prices for eggs often peaks each spring due to Easter holiday egg hunts and baking, he said. “We
have a built-in holiday-driven demand for table eggs,” he said. “That demand bump is on the horizon, but the higher prices
are also a signal to consumers to use less, so it will be interesting to see if there will be a demand adjustment this Easter.”

 

Weekly Crop Report - South Region
     Weather conditions were dry with cooler temperatures and daytime high temperatures in the mid-80s. Northern and
western parts of the district were very short on soil moisture while eastern areas were very short to short. Southern parts of
the district reported adequate soil moisture levels. A freeze caused winter burn in rangelands and pastures, and available
grazing was minimal. Some producers reported good ryegrass and oat growth for grazing. Supplemental feed was necessary
for livestock. Feed prices remained high, and hay prices were increasing due to demand. Livestock were in good condition.
Producers were preparing fields for spring planting, while a few in areas with soil moisture were planting early. Spinach
fields were being planted and harvested. Citrus, sugarcane and cool-season vegetables were being harvested. Some acres
of fall corn were being harvested as well. The amount of dead, dry plant materials in fields and pastures raised wildfire
concerns.

FARM & RANCH - agrilifetoday.tamu.edu
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https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/home
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-flu-summary.htm
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/chart-gallery/gallery/chart-detail/?chartId=105576#:~:text=By%20the%20end%20of%20December,December%20(12.6%20million%20hens).
https://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/pybshellegg.pdf
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Some Points to Consider About Cattle Water
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Some Points to Consider About Cattle Water (Pt. 2)
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Learn more: 
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ 
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*For more information please contact:
Brianna Gonzales-Frio County Extension

Agent, at 
(830) 334-0099 

brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu.

Frio County AgriLife Extension


