
Dear Agricultural Producers:

Sincerely,

Brianna G. Gonzales
County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources
Frio County

Helpful Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service Websites:

 

 

agrilifeextension.tamu.edu
texaswater.tamu.edu
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
livestockvetento.tamu.edu
animalscience.tamu.edu
texashelp.tamu.edu
SouthTexasRangelands.tamu.edu
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        We are pleased to be able to provide you with information contained in this
newsletter. The Frio County Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter is a
Monthly newsletter beginning January 2023. Best efforts have been made to
include Agriculture & Natural Resources information that should be of interest to
you and helpful in the management of your agricultural operations. A wide
variety of educational publications are available upon request or by accessing
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension website at www.agrilifeextension.tamu.edu.
Our office hours are from 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.,
(Monday-Friday). It is recommended that office visits be scheduled in advance or
by appointment as there will be times that I'm not in the office. 

        You are encouraged to read this newsletter and keep informed of all on-
going agricultural events and activities. Try to do your best to attend Extension
educational programs, workshops, etc., throughout the year as they are
sponsored by your local Extension committees for your educational benefit. We
would like to acknowledge the Extension Agricultural Specialists and cooperators
including: TSCRA, Texas Drought Monitor, The Peanut Grower, AgriLife Today,
Aggie Horticulture, and the Texas A&M Beef Cattle Browsing, who contributed
and provided the educational information for this educational newsletter. For any
further questions regarding your agricultural operation, please contact the Frio
County Extension Office (830) 505-7474, located at 400 S. Pecan St. Pearsall,
Texas, or e-mail brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu. Visit the Frio County AgriLife
Extension website at https://frio.agrilife.org. 
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      Looking back at 40 years of advances in the beef industry and toward the next 40
years of opportunities and challenges will be the highlight of the general session
during the 69th annual Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course in Bryan-College Station
set for Aug. 7-9.    
      The largest event of its kind, with more than 1,900 cattle producers expected to
attend, the short course will address challenges and opportunities faced by the
industry today and into the future. The event is hosted by the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service and the Texas A&M College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Department of Animal Science. 
      Both in-person and online attendance is offered. The cost is $260 for in-person
attendance and $160 for online if registered by Aug. 2. The price will increase to
$300 after that date.

Registration
To register, go to https://tx.ag/BCSC23Reg or call 979-845-6931 for more
information. A detailed agenda of topics and speakers is now available.
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69th annual Beef Cattle Short Course set for Aug. 7-9 in Bryan-College Station
 

https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://aglifesciences.tamu.edu/
https://animalscience.tamu.edu/
https://tx.ag/BCSC23Reg
https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/BCSC-Tri-fold-Brochure-2023-web.pdf
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Maintaining Herd 
Performance 

During Drought
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(continued)



(continued)
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Learn more: https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/ 

Maintaining Herd
Performance During Drought

(continued)



A June heat wave caused agricultural conditions to decline around much of the state after steady
improvements over the previous month, according to Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service experts.
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      May rains dramatically improved soil moisture conditions in many drought-stricken areas of Texas, but triple-digit
temperatures and little to no rain in June were trending many areas back toward drought. Various crops around the
state were showing stress from high temperatures and lack of soil moisture, and livestock gains likely experienced
heat-related declines.
Heat wave takes toll on Texas crops
      The heat wave was especially harsh in the southern half of the state, where some areas experienced record
temperatures. All plants and vegetation experience heat stress during extreme daytime and nighttime temperatures
like Texas experienced over recent weeks. Heat and inadequate soil moisture can stress plants, damage their cell
membranes and disrupt metabolic efficiency during processes like photosynthesis and respiration, said Lee Tarpley,
Ph.D., AgriLife Research plant physiologist, Beaumont.
      But the combination of high daytime and nighttime temperatures can also economically damage commodity crops,
especially during sensitive growth periods like pollination and flowering. 
Tarpley said the heat wave was rough on late-planted rice along the Coastal Bend. Yield potentials were high following
good spring rains, but the heat arrived at a sensitive development stage for some fields – pollination. High
temperatures can also negatively impact the viability of pollen, which can influence how the ultimate crop sets and
fills out.
      Similar setbacks are occurring in cotton fields that were setting bolls during the heat wave. Stressed cotton plants
were aborting bolls in an attempt to hang on as heat indexes near 120 degrees put plants in survival mode, said Josh
McGinty, AgriLife Extension agronomist, Corpus Christi.
      Cotton crops were having difficulty withstanding the heat over the previous three weeks without adequate
moisture, he said. Boll losses were especially bad in dryland fields where soil moisture levels have continued to
decline. But even irrigation has not been enough as nighttime lows rarely dropped below 80 degrees. 
McGinty said high nighttime temperatures were not allowing cotton plants to shed the heat, which was causing plants
to increase respiration. Increased respiration takes resources away from developing bolls.
      “Small bolls are the first that the plant will sacrifice when energy reserves are depleted, but if the trend continues,
larger bolls will be shed,” he said. “That shedding is evident with small bolls littering the ground in cotton fields.”
      Not all the news about the arid conditions was bad. Larry Stein, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension horticulturist, Uvalde, said
cantaloupe and watermelon fields in the Winter Garden and Central Texas were producing high-quality, super-sweet
fruit. Irrigated vines were thriving, and brix counts were rising under the dry, hot conditions. Brix is the measurement
of sugar in fruit.
      But overall, Stein said conditions are declining, even for irrigated crops. Heat is not the problem though, it’s the
lack of moisture.
      “Vegetation is starting to burn up,” he said. “If you can maintain sufficient moisture for plants then they can cool
with transpiration from the leaves, but the problem I see with the heat is stress and the other problems like spider
mites and aphids, and everything takes its toll.”

 

FARM & RANCH - agrilifetoday.tamu.e du
 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
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Weekly Crop Report - South Region
 

     Topsoil and subsoil conditions continued to
deteriorate due to the wind, heat and no precipitation.
Cotton was suffering from extreme heat and lack of
moisture. Most cotton fields were about 70% open bolls,
and some later planted fields were displaying 35% open
bolls. Grain sorghum harvest was almost done, and corn
harvest was about 60% done. Some late-planted grain
sorghum fields were yet to be harvested, and some were
expected to be plowed under because they did not make
a crop. The sesame crop was starting to mature. Cotton
was about two weeks away from the start of harvest, and
some producers were still irrigating and hoping for higher
yields. Citrus and sugarcane crops were being irrigated.
Hay producers were baling and irrigating meadows for
future cuttings. Cattle not feeding calves were in good
condition, but the cows with calves looked thinner.
Cattle prices remained high. Supplemental feeding of
livestock continued. Pastures were rapidly deteriorating.
Considering the circumstances, livestock and wildlife still
looked good. Range cubes, protein/mineral/molasses and
hay were being fed to livestock. One sale reported
increased volumes of all classes of beef cattle and strong
demand. Cattle prices were high at two local markets.
Feed prices continued to be high at local feed stores.
Wildlife were being provided supplemental feed and
water.
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Heat impacting livestock production

      The heat wave took a toll on more than just crops. Jason Cleere, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension beef cattle specialist,
Bryan-College Station, said cattle performance in high temperatures typically declines. Higher nighttime
temperatures make it a challenge to get their core body temperature down. Their grazing may also reduce as they try
to avoid activity in the sun. 
      Cleere said Texas heat shows the importance of choosing cattle adapted to more tropical conditions like breeds
with Brahman influence. Forage production for hay, silage and grazing was very good over the last month, Cleere said.
Producers were having problems with delays due to rain and excess moisture prior to the heat wave, but the arid
conditions were sapping soil moisture levels quickly. 
      Cleere said it is critical that cattle have adequate shade and fresh water during hot conditions. A cow can drink 20-
40 gallons of water per day, depending on the moisture in the grass they are consuming. Cattle should have enough
shade to spread out and cool down. “A small shade structure where they can all barely fit under might be worse than
no shade if they’re piled up,” he said.



Scout Weekly to Adjust Plans Depending on Moisture Level

      “We have received good precipitation through May, which has reduced drought
intensity in the Southwest. However, the West Texas region remains under drought

conditions. This region has received only an inch and a half of rain since the
beginning of 2023. 

 
While temperatures have been milder than they were in 2022, more rainfall is

needed to maintain good soil moisture for the optimum development of peanuts.
Depending on the amount of precipitation and humidity levels, production plans

may need to be adjusted accordingly. 
 

The higher the precipitation and humidity levels, the more pest issues are expected.
Although many of our growers are using preventative fungicide programs, weekly

scouting is needed to adjust these plans as necessary.
 

Growers in areas with high precipitation need to carefully monitor weed infestations
and treat them accordingly. It is important to scout fields, especially as the crop

transitions to flowering and pegging, where yield potential can be greatly affected by
the biotic and abiotic stress factors. 
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Learn more: 
https://peanutgrower.com/ 

-PEANUT POINTERS-

EMI KIMURA
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
State Extension Peanut Specialist
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FRIO COUNTY RESULT DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS:
       Result demonstrations and applied research projects are effective teaching tools and
are used to address the agricultural issues and program needs of the county. Frio County

Extension Agent, Brianna Gonzales had the pleasure of working again with Texas A&M
AgriLife Research of Stephenville during the month of July as 2023 Peanut Variety

Research Plots were put down at Tech Farms and Gary Boyd Farms in Pearsall, Tx. A
Peanut Herbicide Trial is also being conducted along with these applied research efforts
with Texas A&M AgriLife Research of Corpus Christi. The entire team is extremely excited

to disseminate the results during our upcoming 2023 South Texas Peanut Growers
Association Annual Peanut Tour set for September 28, 2023. 

Photo Credits: Tech Farms
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
The 2023 Multi-County Insect & Turf Grass Management Workshop was

held on Thursday, July 27, 2023. This event was hosted by Atascosa, Frio,
and Wilson counties. Attendees and producers were educated on topics

by Bob Ducote (Envu), Noel Troxclair (CEA- Uvalde), Manuel Chavarria
(Extension Turf Grass Specialist), and Young-Ki Jo (Extension Specialist)

which included disease management, insect control, nematode & root rot,
varieties updates, and weed management followed by a field tour. Special

thanks to Capital Farm Credit (meal sponsor), Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension, and Envu for making this event a great success!
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AWARD HIGHLIGHTS:
Congratulations to Frio County Extension Agent, Brianna Gonzales, as
she received the 2023 Texas County Agricultural Agents Association-
Communications Award (2nd Place Newsletter) for her monthly Frio
County Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter. Ms. Gonzales is
pictured with TCAAA President Mr. Rogelio Mercado as she received

this award at the 2023 TCAAA Conference in Wichita Falls, Tx.
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*For more information please contact:
Brianna Gonzales-

Frio County Extension Agent, at 
(830) 505-7474 

brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu.

Frio County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension


