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        We are pleased to be able to provide you with information contained in this
newsletter. The Frio County Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter is a
Monthly newsletter beginning September 2023. Best efforts have been made to
include Agriculture & Natural Resources information that should be of interest to
you and helpful in the management of your agricultural operations. A wide
variety of educational publications are available upon request or by accessing
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension website at www.agrilifeextension.tamu.edu.
Our office hours are from 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.,
(Monday-Friday). It is recommended that office visits be scheduled in advance or
by appointment as there will be times that I'm not in the office. 

        You are encouraged to read this newsletter and keep informed of all on-
going agricultural events and activities. Try to do your best to attend Extension
educational programs, workshops, etc., throughout the year as they are
sponsored by your local Extension committees for your educational benefit. We
would like to acknowledge the Extension Agricultural Specialists and cooperators
including: TSCRA, Texas Drought Monitor, The Peanut Grower, AgriLife Today,
Aggie Horticulture, and the Texas A&M Beef Cattle Browsing, who contributed
and provided the educational information for this educational newsletter. For any
further questions regarding your agricultural operation, please contact the Frio
County Extension Office (830) 505-7474, located at 400 S. Pecan St. Pearsall,
Texas, or e-mail brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu. Visit the Frio County AgriLife
Extension website at https://frio.agrilife.org. 
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For more information:
 Beef Cattle - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
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Waiting on rain: 
Texas Gardeners to Prioritize Water

AgriLife Extension's Gardening Guide offers tips to survive heat and dry spell

For most Texas gardeners, the heat of summer has felt never-ending, and the rain has been
far too sparse, creating a need to prioritize which plants to water, and which ones can wait.

      “Unfortunately, water remains the name of the game as we move into September,” said
Larry Stein, Ph.D., Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service horticultural specialist, Uvalde, and
professor in the Texas A&M College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Department of
Horticultural Sciences. “September is usually the transition month from summer to fall, but
there often can be many 100-degree days in September as well.”
       September also traditionally brings much needed showers heading into fall, so Stein
said don’t give up hope.
       “It has been a tremendously hot and dry summer, and many plants are hurting and some
appear to be dying,” Stein said. “Water the best you can right now, pray for rain and hang in
there until it comes.”
      With the U.S. Drought Monitor showing most of Texas ranging from abnormally dry to
exceptional drought, very few parts of the state are getting the rain crops, gardens and
people need right now. Currently, over 75% of the state is in a stage of drought, which is
affecting more than 23.5 million people.
        “Sustaining adequate moisture in the garden and landscape is the No.1 priority for late
summer and fall,” Stein said.
        Those Texans with water restrictions will have to continue to choose where they put
their water and how best to conserve it.
        “Ideally, one should water trees and shrubs by giving them at least 1 inch of water per
week, delivered slowly, around the plants as far out as the dripline extends,” he said.
       Last month’s Texas A&M AgriLife Gardening Guide offers additional guidance on
watering during drought along with some conservation tips.

For more information:
 AgriLife Today - Lawn & Garden

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://aglifesciences.tamu.edu/
https://hortsciences.tamu.edu/
https://www.drought.gov/states/texas#current-conditions
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2023/08/03/water-restrictions-decide-which-trees-plants-to-prioritize-when-water-is-limited/
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 Garden Tips
AgriLife Extension's Gardening Guide offers tips to survive heat and dry spell

Apply a light fertilizer

Prune with prudence

Prepare the soil for bulbs

Think about seasonal color

Don’t plant annuals until the weather cools

Add mulch as needed

Start cool-season vegetable seeds

Harvest what vegetables you can

Plan for pests

Deadhead roses and other perennials and then apply light fertilization for a fall bloom.

Prune out dead or diseased wood from trees and shrubs, but hold off on major pruning until
midwinter. Pruning now may stimulate tender growth prior to frost. 

Prepare garden beds for spring-flowering bulbs as soon as possible. It is important to
cultivate the soil and add generous amounts of organic matter to improve the water
drainage. Bulbs will rot without proper drainage. 

Flower plantings at this time can provide landscape color for three seasons in the central,
eastern, and southern parts of Texas. Annuals set out early enough will bloom as soon as
Thanksgiving and frequently last until Memorial Day.

Annuals that should soon be available in nurseries and garden shops include petunias,
calendulas and pansies. Resist the urge to plant until the weather cools.

Replenish mulches around trees and shrubs. Mulch is crucial for retaining moisture so
check for bare spots and add as needed.

Start cool-season vegetables, such as mustard, lettuce, arugula, broccoli, carrots and
turnips, from seed in well-prepared beds. 

Harvest okra, peppers, squash and other vegetables often to encourage further production.

Now is a good time to assess the fire ant situation in your yard and develop a control plan.

For more information:
 AgriLife Today - Lawn & Garden



      After receiving above-average rainfall in May and June, the state was hit with extremely hot and dry conditions
throughout July and August. Jourdan Bell, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension agronomist, Amarillo, said the rainfall will help the
soil moisture profile, but the timing also could negatively impact farming schedules. “When looking at these areas, we
have to consider the intensity of rainfall we experienced this week,” she said. “Will the recent September rain
negatively impact the harvest? Or will it assist the end of our summer crops?” 

Rainfall in the High Plains
      Across the High Plains, rainfall was extremely variable. Sporadic showers delivered anywhere from 4/10 of an inch
up to 4 inches of rainfall. “The rain we’ve received could have benefited our crops,” said Bell. “But when we received
rain in some areas, cotton farmers were struck with baseball-sized hail in a production period that is extremely
detrimental.” 
      Other areas of the High Plains that produce corn, sorghum and forages are in reproductive stages when moisture is
critical. Those producers should benefit from the rainfall and move into wheat planting season with adequate soil
moisture to plant the cool-season crop. 
      Areas that received no rainfall and were relying heavily on irrigation systems were expected to see lower yields this
year due to a lack of well capacity to help fields overcome the drought. “Generally, when we haven’t received normal
precipitation, irrigation systems helped stabilize our crops,” Bell said. “But groundwater has met a point in the High
Plains where wells cannot produce enough to help stabilize this production.” 

What to Expect
      As of Sept. 14, the El Niño is anticipated for a higher chance of rainfall from January to March, said John Nielsen-
Gammon, Ph.D., Texas state climatologist and Regents Fellow in the Texas A&M College of Geosciences Department of
Atmospheric Sciences..
      “We have gotten more rain the past week than we have in the last month,” Nielsen-Gammon said. “The El Niño is
looking more and more prominent. But it’s going to take a lot more rain to break the drought since certain areas are
12-15 inches below normal water level.”
      As far as temperatures go, the rain received across the state will keep those areas below triple-digit temperatures.
The South and southwestern parts of the state like Laredo and Big Bend areas will continue to reach triple-digit
numbers, Nielsen-Gammon said.

FARM & RANCH - agrilifetoday.tamu.e du

Recent rainfall helped relieve some areas across Texas, but more is needed to escape drought conditions, according to
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service experts.
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https://atmo.tamu.edu/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/


    

Weekly Crop Report - South Region

     The district received little rain, ranging
between 0.25-2 inches. Despite the rainfall,
the district was still under severe to
extreme drought conditions. Many
rangelands and pastures were bare, with
small amounts of grass available for
livestock. Cotton harvest was about 98%
complete in some areas. Irrigation
continued on citrus and sugarcane crops.
Sesame harvest neared completion, with
yields slightly below average. Most
producers were hauling hay, feed and water
to their herds. Cattle prices continued to
rise as many producers thinned their cattle
herds. Supplemental feeding continued.
White-tailed deer and other wildlife were
seen around water sources. Dove
populations were good as the season
started.

 

FARM & RANCH - agrilifetoday.tamu.edu
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Congratulations to our Frio County Extension Agent Brianna Gonzales
and Atascosa County Extension Agent Dale Rankin on receiving the 2023
District 12 Agriculture & Natural Resources Team Award for excellence in
team programming approaches through Peanut Production educational

programs. Huge thank you to AgriLife Research of Corpus Christi,
Stephenville, Lubbock, and College Station, Texas Peanut Producers

Board, South Texas Peanut Growers Association, Frio & Atascosa County
ANR Committees, Tech Farms, G&M Farms, Gary Boyd Farms, Slomchinski

Farms, and Bennett Partnership.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
A packed house with over 50 attendees at the 2023 South Texas Peanut

Grower’s Annual Peanut Tour! Huge thank you to Frio County Judge
Rochelle Camacho for the warm welcome. Thanks to our speakers Dr. John
Cason, Dr. Josh McGinty, Dr. James Grichar and Industry Reps for putting

on great impactful presentations on Peanut Breeding Trials & Variety
Performance and Peanut & General Weed Control. Thank you to our

Cooperator’s G&M Farms, Slomchinski Farms, Tech Farms, Wilmeth Farms,
Gary Boyd Farms, and Bennett Partnership. Lastly, a huge thank you to our

sponsors Capital Farm Credit, South Texas Peanut Growers Association,
and Executive Director of the Texas Peanut Producers Board, Mrs. Shelly
Nutt for sponsoring today’s meals and door prizes. This event was hosted

by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension of Frio and Atascosa counties.
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*For more information please contact:
Brianna Gonzales-

Frio County Extension Agent, at 
(830) 505-7474 

brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu.

Frio County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension


