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        We are pleased to be able to provide you with information contained in this
newsletter. The Frio County Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter is a
Monthly newsletter beginning January 2023. Best efforts have been made to
include Agriculture & Natural Resources information that should be of interest to
you and helpful in the management of your agricultural operations. A wide
variety of educational publications are available upon request or by accessing
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension website at www.agrilifeextension.tamu.edu.
Our office hours are from 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.,
(Monday-Friday). It is recommended that office visits be scheduled in advance or
by appointment as there will be times that I'm not in the office. 

        You are encouraged to read this newsletter and keep informed of all on-
going agricultural events and activities. Try to do your best to attend Extension
educational programs, workshops, etc., throughout the year as they are
sponsored by your local Extension committees for your educational benefit. We
would like to acknowledge the Extension Agricultural Specialists and cooperators
including: TSCRA, Texas Drought Monitor, The Peanut Grower, AgriLife Today,
Aggie Horticulture, and the Texas A&M Beef Cattle Browsing, who contributed
and provided the educational information for this educational newsletter. For any
further questions regarding your agricultural operation, please contact the Frio
County Extension Office (830) 505-7474, located at 400 S. Pecan St. Pearsall,
Texas, or e-mail brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu. Visit the Frio County AgriLife
Extension website at https://frio.agrilife.org. 
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WELCOME HUNTERS!



For more information:
 Beef Cattle - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
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Stocking Rate &
Grazing 

Management



(continued)
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(continued)
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Learn more: https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/ 

Stocking Rate & Grazing 
Management (continued)



Heat and drought have taken a toll on Texas crop production. Limited production of corn and sorghum and the unknown
future have caused prices for those crops to spike, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert.
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      Mark Welch, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension economist-grain marketing in the Texas A&M Department of Agricultural
Economics, Bryan-College Station, said 2023 crop production for Texas summer-grown crops such as corn and
sorghum is better than compared to 2022. However, dry conditions will still take a small toll on producers in certain
areas for this year’s harvest.

2023 Summer Drought 
      Although much of the state had a decent late winter and early spring rainfall, the 2023 crop production has been “a
mixed bag depending on location,” Welch said. The South Texas and Coastal Bend region experienced more rainfall
during the early months of 2023, which allowed farmers to gain a head start in crop production.
      Central Texas producers did not get the same rainfall as the southern region, which resulted in extreme heat this
summer, stunting the growth of crops through sensitive stages.
      Panhandle producers, especially corn producers, started irrigating crops during the early summer months. The
extreme heat and high winds have made it difficult and expensive for irrigation systems to keep up. Though much is
unknown until the completion of harvest in late September and early October, producers are preparing to experience
extreme yield loss.

Change in prices
      “This summer has been one of volatile and high variable prices,” Welch said.
      The basis price, which is the difference between the local cash price and the future market price, for the feed grain
markets has held firm throughout the summer, Welch said. And the drought affecting the nation’s Corn Belt has
allowed Texas producers who were able to plant their crop in the early planting months, which resulted in good yields,
to see a significant increase in prices.  
      Texas and other southern states have also experienced a spike in forage prices, such as hay and silage, due to the
demand for forage from livestock owners and producers.
      Welch said it will be late September or October before it is known what impact the continued heat and drought is
having on 2023 production.
      Also causing prices to spike is the the war between Russia and Ukraine.
      “We have come back down from last year’s pre-war prices, but there is still a big concern of grain prices and
exports,” Welch said.  
      “Since the outbreak of the war, exports have continued with rising prices. The grain trade initiative has allowed
some cargo vessels from Ukraine to export produce, but during the last few weeks, Russia has ended the grain trade
initiative, and prices have spiked again. The bottom number will depend on what happens from now until the end of
harvest,” Welch said. 

FARM & RANCH - agrilifetoday.tamu.e du
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Weekly Crop Report - South Region

     The cotton crop was about 80% harvested in the
district, with others still defoliating in hopes of
harvesting in the next few weeks. The stalk
destruction deadline was approaching quickly, with
no extension being planned. Pastures continued to
suffer due to the hot and dry conditions. Irrigation
districts were reaching a critical point regarding
water availability, with almost certain water
restrictions to come soon. Forages in rangelands and
pastures were beginning to improve. Rapid green-up
was already noted, and most were hopeful there was
still enough time this season to produce some grass.
Beef cattle markets continued to run average
volumes and reported solid prices for all classes of
beef cattle. All corn and grain sorghum were
harvested with very little cotton left in the field, and
sunflower and sesame harvest had yet to start.
Livestock managers hoped for enough green-up from
rains to limit haying and reduce supplemental
feeding. Farmers began preparing fields for the next
planting season. Stock tanks were slightly
replenished. Cotton harvest continued, and it looked
to be 75% harvested. Sesame harvest also continued.
Citrus, sugarcane and hay meadows continued to be
irrigated. Wildlife were abundant and found near
water sources.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
Beat the Heat Cattle Workshop was a great success! Special thanks to Dr.

Bruce Carpenter, Dr. Tom Hairgrove, Dr. Karl Harborth, and Dr. Megan
Clayton for delivering some great impactful presentations on Sustaining

Pregnancies During Drought, Nutrition Decisions, Prussic Acid & Nitrates in
Forages and Increasing Stocking Rates Through Brush Control. Attendees

were also provided updates by our Sponsors from Capital Farm Credit,
Medina Electric, FSA/USDA/NRCS, Helena, Mumme’s, Lyssy & Eckel Feeds,

and Market Updates by Seth Crain - Hondo Livestock Auction. Event
hosted by Medina, Atascosa, Frio, and Uvalde Counties.
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*For more information please contact:
Brianna Gonzales-

Frio County Extension Agent, at 
(830) 505-7474 

brianna.gonzales@ag.tamu.edu.

Frio County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension


